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Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

1st Fl. Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

 

3 January 2017 

Minutes 

 

6:30 PM       Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with commissioners Steve Winters (SW), 

Moe McCarthy (MM) and Lee Anderson (LA)  present. Alternate Members Ryan Byrnes (RB) and Paula 

Bethoney (PB) were also in attendance as were Agent John DeLano and Secretary Kitty Doherty.  

● SW / MM motioned to approve Minutes for 20 December 2016 as presented, so voted.  

 

New Public Hearings:  

249 - 251 Pleasant Street; ANRAD (SE 328 - 706) Todd Pilling / Larry Hargreaves, to verify that the wetland border 

identification as flagged  is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act 

Larry Hargreaves did not have the public hearing abutter notification cards to submit to the commission.  The 

commission agreed to continue the PH to 17th January 2017 in order for the applicant to retrieve the required 

documentation from his engineer.  

 

0 Belmont Street;  ANRAD (SE 328 - 705) Frank Rebelin  /  William Adams, Trustee, to verify that the wetland 

border identification as flagged is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act 

Frank Rebelin explained details on this filling, which only pertains to the state DEP Wetland Protection Act,   

not the town bylaws.  

On 7th Oct 1999 Deshang Wang delineated the easterly portion of this site; earlier on 26 June 1990 Dr. Walter 

Hewitson had delineated a smaller portion of this site.  These old delineations retained skeletal flagging which 

have been replaced with new flags.   JD recommends that a 53G consultant be hired on this project; JD will 

research 3 appropriate individuals, sending RFPs for them to review the  ANRAD  and WL line. 

●SW / RB motioned to hire a 53G consultant to verify WL flagging on this site,  so voted.  

●SW / MM motioned to continue the Public Hearing to the 17th January meeting, so voted.  
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Continued Public Hearing:  

109 Spring Street NOI (SE 328 - 703) Jacob Driscoll Engineering / Jack Peters, proposed 6 - lot residential 

subdivision with common septic system, private drainage facilities and associated infrastructure  

Another set of drawings were submitted; Attorney Matt Watsky and Engineer Greg Driscoll were present to 

review these with the commission.    

In response to Agent DeLano's previous comments, specific items on sheets 11 and 12 have been revised.  JD 

has 34 special conditions to be added to the regular Order of Conditions.  Discussion ensued over the wording 

of several special conditions.   The Conservation Easement document will specifically define the No Touch 

Zone –no swing sets, sheds, gardens, etc.  Documents including the Buffer Zone Management Plan (BZMP) 

will be recorded as part of the (required) Homeowners Association responsibility; a certified Invasive Plant 

Management Supervisor (IPMS) must be hired to maintain this plan.   This site-specific BZMP  is more 

stringent than orders given to other applicants because of its past history.   

 It is intended that the roadway will remain a private way. It is up to the applicant to file for a COC on the 

roadway.  If this subdivision should ever become a public way, the Homeowners Association will always need 

to mind the BZ, but the town will mind the drainage.  Prior to any construction,  the retaining wall must be 

inspected by a structural engineer.  

This Public Hearing is for the subdivision, not the individual house lots.  Chairman Hay opened up the PH for 

question from the audience. Someone commented on previous violations on this site which has left it in a state 

of alteration, saying  that the applicant should not be rewarded for illegal activities. JD has included checks and 

balances addressing this situation in his special conditions.  JD will email a copy of the management plan to the 

neighbors.  

Another neighbor queried the commission on what lessons they learned regarding the corner lots that they can 

now apply to the remainder of the development.   JD said to expect the unexpected;  that he had returned from 

vacation to find the original corner lots clear-cut. The land owner was subsequently issued an Enforcement 

Order and required to replace these trees – which haven’t yet grown to the size that was destroyed.  It currently 

looks like a war zone but in time vegetation will repair itself. Another resident asked about the WL restoration 

in place now – which is currently a juvenile meadow and will mature to something more attractive.  

●MM / LA motioned to close the PH, so voted. 

●MM / PB motioned to issue an OOC within 21 days, so voted. 

●PB / MM motioned to grant the waiver for the minor roadwork within the 50’ buffer;  LA and SW  voted no, 

TH, PB, RB voted yes. 

 

Administrative discussions:   

  

River Street property purchase (see Agent's notes): Seller agrees to wait a little longer for the town to pull their 

paperwork together.  
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Agent's Report      

Item #1: New Public Hearing DEP # 328-706–Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) – 249-251 

Pleasant Street – Commercial Development   

I have reviewed the files on this location.  The first was the filing done for # 255 Pleasant Street.  It is DEP File # 328- 663.  It 

was for the Big Blue Commercial Building just south of the subject property.  It's also the one recently completed and is now 

occupied.  That filing and the site plan that was approved had a wetland line that overlapped onto the subject property.  

The current plan and the wetland line shown thereon doesn't match the one next door where they should overlap.  I have 

re-scaled the former plan and plotted it at the same scale as the subject plan.  The engineer should revise the plan 

accordingly.  The DEP has given this ANRAD a DEP File # but noted that there is historical filling on this site.  The files for this 

whole parcel are quite extensive with many documents from enforcement orders to superseding orders from DEP.  I have 

reviewed Google Earth from the present back to 2003.  The only area I have a question about is a small isolated area of trees 

in the center area.  The current fill has obliterated this area.  I am suggesting that an area along the wetland line equivalent 

to and somewhat more in size of the isolated area be preserved as a wetland and be added upslope of the wetland line to 

provide mitigation for the obliteration of the isolated pocket of wetland .  I would say an area upslope of the wetland line 

from flag 124 to 137 and down slope of a line connecting those same two flags would cover it.  Please see the attached.  

Other than that, I have no issue with the flagging. 

Recommendation: Motion to Request the applicant to revise the plan per above (2 places) and continue the PH to the 

next meeting on 01-17-2017 where the ORAD can issued referring to the plan.      

Item #2: New Public Hearing DEP # 328-705–Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) – Belmont Street, 

Assessor's Parcel 13-058 – Commercial Development   

I am recommending that the Commission hire a 53-G Consultant to review the wetland flagging on this project.  If the 

Commission agrees, I will prepare a Request for Proposal (RFP) from 3 consultants and report to you the response I get back 

at our next meeting. 

Recommendation: Motion to have the Agent send RFPs to three 53-G Consultants to review the ANRAD filing and the 

flagged wetland line.  Motion to continue the PH to 01-17-2017.        

Item #3: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-703–Notice of Intent (NOI) – 109 Spring Street – 6 Lot Residential 

Development.   

The consultant has addressed almost all of the comments I made in my last meeting report.  We received a revised Buffer 

Zone Management Plan prepared by Sabatia, Inc. As you may recall Sabatia, Inc. is the wetland consultant for this project.  I 

have prepared suggested Special Conditions (SC) to be attached to the Order of Conditions (OOC) for your review.  Please 

see the attached.  The applicant's attorney has offered some edits to be discussed at tonight's meeting.  My 

recommendations regarding the edits will be given based on the discussions.   

Recommendation: Motion to close the PH.  Motion to issue an OOC with SC within 21 days.  Motion to grant a waiver for 

some minor road work in the 50' buffer due to sufficient mitigation being offered by the applicant.   

Item #4: Administrative Discussion -River Street Land Purchase.   
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The seller has signed and Town Counsel has received an amended Purchase and Sales Agreement.  The closing deadline has 

been extended to January 13th.  No specifics as of yet.  I will update you at the next meeting. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  No Motion is necessary.  Informational only.     

Item #5: Administrative Discussion -  Proposed Stormwater Management Regulations 

I have sent the PH Notice Legal Ad to the Enterprise.  Please review the copies of the proposed regulations I made for you to 

read which were distributed at the 12-20-2016 meeting.  I can have more copies made if you need them.  Please be 

prepared to discuss them at the PH to be held at the January 17th meeting.  

RECOMMENDATIONS: No Motion is needed.  Just Informational 

 

 

●MM/ SW motioned to adjourn at 7:45PM; so voted.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Kitty Doherty Secretary 
Minutes approved 17 January 2017 


	Town of West Bridgewater

